






Winter 2025-26

➢Did we really have a winter??? 

➢ Stormy for a couple weeks in December, otherwise uneventful

➢ So many atmospheric rivers…

➢ No major windstorms + (almost) no lowland snow + no arctic blast

➢ One of 4 worst snow seasons in Oregon mountains

➢ One of all-time warmest winters across the USA West



OFFICIAL

SNOW TOTAL:

0” 
at PQR (NWS Office)

0” Downtown (KGW-TV)



Winter Temperature Anomaly



Winter Precip Anomaly



Monthly view



Monthly view



Monthly view



Monthly view



OR Western Valleys Winter Temperature 
(the past 100 years)

Very warm! 3rd warmest of last 50 years

Last Winter in 

Oregon Zone 2 
(Willamette Valley)

The last two 
cold winters
(92-93 & 16-17)



Oregon Winter Temp Rankings
(back to ~1900)



Oregon Winter Temps
(the last 100 years)

~ Tied for 2nd warmest winter on record



NOVEMBER 2025

Nevermind…no extremes of warm/cold



Nothing to see here…move along…



WARMEST DECEMBER IN PORTLAND



DECEMBER 2025

MILD & WET MONTH…2ND CONSECUTIVE EL NIÑO-ISH DECEMBER



DECEMBER 2025

WETTER THAN AVERAGE
ATMOSPHERIC RIVERS / PINEAPPLE EXPRESSES



DECEMBER 2025

UNUSUALLY WARM STORMS EARLY MONTH

…VERY WARM NIGHTS…



DECEMBER 2025

UNUSUALLY WARM STORMS EARLY MONTH

…KEPT ANEMOMETERS MOVING…



DECEMBER 500MB

Anomalously high heights over us or over western USA much of month



DECEMBER 2025

MINOR WINDSTORM ON TUESDAY THE 16TH

STRONG WESTERLY GUSTS

OTIS – Jerrie Wolfe

PGE



DECEMBER 2025

MINOR WINDSTORM ON TUESDAY THE 16TH

STRONG WESTERLY GUSTS WITH COLD FRONT

EXCELLENT MODEL

FORECASTS

Brief period of

strong WSW wind



DECEMBER 2025

MINOR WINDSTORM ON TUESDAY THE 16TH

STRONG WESTERLY GUSTS WITH COLD FRONT

UNUSUALLY

STRONG

WEST WIND

IN CASCADES

With cold air

advection



DECEMBER 2025

MINOR WINDSTORM ON TUESDAY THE 16TH

Widespread trees down west slopes of Cascades



DECEMBER 2025

MINOR WINDSTORM ON TUESDAY THE 16TH

STRONG WESTERLY GUSTS



DECEMBER 2025

MINOR WINDSTORM ON TUESDAY THE 16TH

STRONG WESTERLY GUSTS



TERRIBLE START TO SKI SEASON AGAIN!



TERRIBLE START TO SKI SEASON AGAIN!



TERRIBLE START TO SKI SEASON AGAIN!



WIDESPREAD FLOODING MID-DECEMBER



WIDESPREAD FLOODING MID-DECEMBER
(2nd atmospheric river / pineapple express event)



WIDESPREAD FLOODING MID-DECEMBER
(2nd atmospheric river / pineapple express event)



WE ALMOST HAD A CHRISTMAS EVE WINDSTORM

(Should have trusted the Euro…)
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(Should have trusted the Euro…)



WE ALMOST HAD A CHRISTMAS EVE WINDSTORM

(Should have trusted the Euro…)



WE ALMOST HAD A CHRISTMAS EVE WINDSTORM
Should have trusted the Euro • Forecaster humiliation followed



MT. HOOD MEADOWS

JANUARY 1ST



TIMBERLINE LODGE SNOW DEPTH

JANUARY 1ST • LOWEST SINCE 1977



RECORD LOW IN OREGON



JANUARY 2025: Back to upper-level ridging over West Coast

mid-late month









WARM JANUARY BEACH WEATHER (AGAIN)

Pic by Judy Potter



LESS EAST WIND THIS YEAR
Except severe for a week in mid-January
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LESS EAST WIND THIS YEAR
Except severe for a week in mid-January



A BEAUTIFUL INVERSION

JANUARY 21ST  •  P.M. TEMPERATURE



11 CONSECUTIVE DAYS/NIGHTS ABOVE FREEZING

at Timberline Lodge



PATCHING UP THE SKI RUNS AT HOODOO

January 22nd



LATE JANUARY…

SNOWPACK EVEN WORSE, FEW SKI AREAS OPEN



FEBRUARY
Hoodoo ski area on 2nd



EARLY JANUARY…

SNOWPACK WELL BELOW NORMAL



FEBRUARY
Record low snowpack and warm temps continue



RECORD LOWEST SNOWPACK

MORE SNOTEL SITES BY FEBRUARY 3RD



FEBRUARY
Very warm 1st half, then cooler 2nd half

Ridging along West Coast = early spring temps!



FEBRUARY
Very warm 1st half, then cooler 2nd half

Ridging along West Coast = early spring temps!





UNUSUALLY STRONG HIGH PRESSURE OVERHEAD
1st FEW DAYS OF THE MONTH



UNUSUALLY STRONG HIGH PRESSURE OVERHEAD
1st FEW DAYS OF THE MONTH

NEAR-RECORD WARM 850mb TEMP ON 5TH



FEBRUARY 4TH TEMPS
CAN’T BREAK INVERSION IN BASIN/GORGE/METRO



FEBRUARY 4TH TEMPS





THERE WAS NO “MARCH MIRACLE” FOR SNOWPACK

JUST ONE “WARM-ISH” SNOW STORM EARLY MONTH



Mountain Snowpack @ 5,400’
Bottom of Pucci Lift @Timberline

Little/no snow 

until Last 2025-26  

One big 

snowstorm early 

January

Lowest on record December & 

early February



Willamette Pass @ 5,100’

Record-lowest 

two periods 

during winter

2025-26  

Big early March 

Mt. Hood 

snowstorm didn’t 

extend to central 

Cascades



Cascade Snowfall

1. Terrible year

2. One of 3-4 lowest since 1950.

3. Too many “warm” storms; precipitation was close to average!
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ONE BRIEF WESTERLY WIND STORM
30 winters without a major REGIONAL storm
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FINAL WINTER THOUGHTS

No one predicted one of the warmest winters on record

Next winter likely to be an El Niño winter:

 - maybe similar, but a brief cold/snow event?

We are “due” for a snowless winter, major windstorm, and widespread flood



TANIS LEACH SCORECARD


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: THE MILD WARMEST LA NIÑA WINTER
	Slide 3
	Slide 4:    Winter 2025-26
	Slide 5
	Slide 7: Winter Temperature Anomaly 
	Slide 8: Winter Precip Anomaly 
	Slide 9: Monthly view 
	Slide 10: Monthly view 
	Slide 11: Monthly view 
	Slide 12: Monthly view 
	Slide 13: OR Western Valleys Winter Temperature  (the past 100 years) Very warm! 3rd warmest of last 50 years 
	Slide 14: Oregon Winter Temp Rankings (back to ~1900)
	Slide 15: Oregon Winter Temps (the last 100 years) ~ Tied for 2nd warmest winter on record
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67: Mountain Snowpack @ 5,400’ Bottom of Pucci Lift @Timberline
	Slide 68: Willamette Pass @ 5,100’
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 79
	Slide 80
	Slide 81

