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February Meeting – A Look Back at the 
February 1996 Floods

Dylan Rivera, Public Information Officer

Portland Bureau of Transportation Feb. 23, 2026

Oregon Chapter – American Meteorological Society
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Tonight:
• Forecasting is critically 
important
• Cite the experts, focus on 
impacts
• Everyone can help!
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Preparation for a weather emergency event

NWS Forecast
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Preparation for a weather emergency event

NWS Forecast

PBOT  ODOT  TriMet
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Preparation for a weather emergency event

NWS Forecast

PBOT  ODOT  TriMet
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Businesses
Community events
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Preparation for a weather emergency event

NWS Forecast

PBOT  ODOT  TriMet

Government Offices
Schools
Businesses
Community events

You!
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Tom McCall Waterfront Park, 1996

"If you look at this wall behind us, it seems to me that it is a 
symbol of what our country does when everybody pulls together 
and works together and forgets about their differences and 
focuses their attention and their hearts and their minds." 
-- President Bill Clinton, standing in front of "Vera's Wall" along 
Tom McCall Waterfront Park during his visit on Feb. 14, 1996. 
(The Oregonian)
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Downtown Flood Defense Plan – current, updated
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Annual training at the seawall
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Annual training at the seawall
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New tools

Thank you! 
Oregon 
Department of 
Emergency 
Management
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Flood operations: Not just downtown
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Marine Drive flood wall plan

Google Maps images
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Marine Drive flood wall exercise
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N Portland Road flood wall plan

Google Maps image
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N Portland Road flood wall exercise
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Johnson Creek
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Teamwork is crucial
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Prepare, help out
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Let us do the tough ones
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Learn how to prepare, sign up for more info

Portland.gov/weather
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Stay in touch: Sign up for PBOT traffic advisories
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Thank you!
Social media channels:

@PBOTinfo
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